| DEAR PARISHIONER,

Last Sunday, at the 11:30 am
Mass, | was really taken by sur-
prise at the spontaneous applause
of the Congregation right after my
homily as they showed their appreciation for the
message | had shared with them. It was the very
first time in my forty-one years of priesthood thatl
had this type experience after a homily which often
is considered a serious matter that calls for refle
tion on God’s Word that is proclaimed. Having
been caught by surprise, frankly, | really didn’t
know how to react at this spontaneous response of
the Faith Community. | had never, of course, con-
sidered myself to be an eloquent speaker of any

First: who we areat the moment in our relation-
ship to God, our values, hopes, dreams etc.
Second What are we praying for: is it just focused
on my needs only to the exclusion of what God
wants in our lives.Third : How do | pray i.e. the
manner of my prayer. Fourth: Who is this God to
whom | pray? Do | open myself to experience His
infinite love and care for me? Do | allow Him to do
that He wants best for my life?

Let the message of Jesus that He gives us in the
Lord’'s Prayer: “ Thy will be done of earth as itis in
heaver! be an integral part of our daily prayer life.

Always in the Lord,
Fr. K.K.

sort. In fact, when | had to appear in the minor

seminary for the first time on the stage, it was o
the most harrowing experiences of the early years.
Being from the country place, | was a nervous
wreck to go on a stage in front 220 seminarians and
the superiors. Literally it took several days of &so-
lute nervousness and perspiration; let alone going
on the stage on that fateful day. After that horrifc
experience, | was resolved never to go on the stage
ever again. Little did | know then that The Good
Lord has other plans for me as a priest.

Well dear brothers and sisters, | certainly do not
want to get the credit for what has happened last
Sunday since the Congregation was apparently
touched by the power of God’s Holy Word. We are
all His instruments to further His Kingdom on
earth whatever condition in life we are presentlyn.
Last Sunday’s Scriptural readings, particularly the
Gospel, was about Jesus who was graciously hosted
by two loving sisters, Martha and Mary. Even
though both of them did what they had to do for

the Lord, Jesus made it clear that Mary, who was
at the feet of the Lord absorbed in the Holy Word
that came from His Divine lips, chose the better
part. She becomes a true model of Prayer which is
often defined asconversation with God We all pray
but often we do not get the results for which we ar
dently pray and for long. | believe,the insight that
St. Augustine, one of the greatest Fathers of the
Church gave, can certainly throw much light into
our prayer-life which can be summarized into four
aspects of a true prayer:

PARISH CALENDAR

Sunday, July 25—17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Mass for 17th Sunday, Church
9:30 a.m. Mass for 17th Sunday, Church
11:30 a.m. Mass for 17th Sunday, Church

Monday, July 26-St. Joachim and St. Anne

8:00 a.m. Weekday Mass, Chapel

9 a.m.-10p.m.  Adoration, Chapel
5:30p.m.-8:30p.m.Vacation Bible School AldridgeliHa

7:30 p.m. St. Vinsent de Paul Siema R
Tuesday, July 27

8:00 a.m. Weekday Mass, Chapel
9a.m.-10 p.m.  Adoration, Chapel

5:30p.m.-8:30p.m.Vacation Bible School AldridgeliHa

7:00 p.m. KC Special Directors’ Megt$ Aldridge Conf.
7:00 p.m. Legion of Mary Aquinas C

Wednesday, July 28

8:00 a.m. Weekday Mass, Chapel

9a.m.-10 p.m.  Adoration, Chapel

5:30p.m.-8:30p.m.Vacation Bible School AldridgeliHa
6:45 p.m. OLPH Novena and Mass, Church
Thursday, July 29 -St. Martha

8:00 a.m. Weekday Mass, Chapel

9a.m.-10 p.m.  Adoration, Chapel
5:30p.m.-8:30p.m.Vacation Bible School AldridgeliHa
7:00 p.m. NJCCRPG, Core Group Aquias
Friday, July 30 -St. Peter Chrysologus

8:00 a.m. Weekday Mass, Chapel

9a.m.-8 p.m. Adoration, Chapel
5:30p.m.-8:30p.m.Vacation Bible School AldridgeliHa
7:00 p.m. Magnificat Prayer Group, Siena Rm

Saturday, July 31-St. Ignatius of Loyola
8:00 a.m. Weekday Mass, Chapel

2:00 p.m. Quinceafiera PreparatiassCAquinas— C
4:00 p.m. Reconciliation
5:00 p.m. Mass for 17th Sunday, Church

6:30 p.m. Catholic Charismatic Group, Aquinas-C




ml Plate Collection w/Parish Pay &

Mail —In $9330.50 |

|{‘| Religious Education w/Parish pay _$4455.00 M
ml TOTAL OFFERING $13,785.50 M
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As always,
your weekly offering is deeply appreciated.
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READINGS FOR THE
17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Genesis 18: 20-32; Psalm 138
Colossians 2:12-14; Luke 11:1-13

Sat.

Mon. July26 8:00 a.m.

July24 8:00 a.m.

Tues. July27 8:00 a.m.

Claude Logan Wiag

1:00 p.m. Rucken & Lillian Nwokolo
t23Wedding Aniversary
5:00 p.m. Giles & Josefina Gombrell
Sun. July25 8:00a.m. Epifana & Pantalstaragose
9:30 a.m. Adell Rebstock
11:30 a.m. For all Parishioners

Special Intention

Cause of Our Joy

Wed. July28 8:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Cause of Our Joy
Todd & Anza Braemes
5t Wedding Aniversary

Thurs. July29 8:00a.m. Kathleen Barrett

Fri. July30 8:00a.m. Marjorie Bdtre

Sat. July31 8:00a.m.

5:00 p.m.

Ester Reyes
April Christine Martinez
rfBiday

God’s
Immeasurable

Generosity
Reflection

Jesus is describing God’s immeasurable generosif)
when He says in today’s Gospel, ‘Whoever asks, je-
ceives; whoever seeks, finds; whoever knocks, is[ad
mitted.”But it should also be the description of as
Christians stewards-those seeking to follow Chris
by using our gifts in service to others.



CCE:

We will be registering families for this coming y&aCCE on
Sunday, August 8, and August 15, after all Mad$g®ur child
is eligible to prepare for the sacrament of Pena@oenmunion
or Confirmation, you may register on these daysels Your
child MUST be registered in their appropriate gradaddition
to the sacrament class. They are 2 separate clagsesust
have a baptismal record for your child sacramdasssaegistra
tion to be complete.

AECC:
We are registering for the fall semester. We omlyeha few

spaces left for each grade level. Please regiatbr t® assure
your child place in our wonderful school. We arendagreat
things at AECC. Our curriculum is top notch as veallour
teachers. We have a beautiful Chapel in the schadlthe chil-
dren visit each day. Christ-Centered Educationhatwve offer.
Don't let your child miss out!
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TREASURE........

Stewardship:

I was reflecting on the story from last week’s riegdfrom
Genesis. Abraham, who was no longer young, “rangjree
three visitors. He bows to the ground...Sarah usesfines
flour...a tender choice steer is prepared. He waitshe visi
tors himself. They gave the best of what they toaithe visitor

who were the Lord — their time, talent and treasurée Lord
promised a son. Last year, | was asked to takeirpéne stew
ardship committee. 1 certainly didn’t run like Abram, but

answered with a Yes. | could not expect other [@etpgive o
their time, talent and treasure if |1 did not alswegof my
own. Within a week of fulfilling the first year @ur Faith Ou
Future pledge as well as our tithe of our yearbppme to STA
we were blessed with the news that we would be tatpMary
Alicia. We had been trying to adopt for over aryeButting ou
faith in God, we trust that God provides what wedavhen w
need it — not necessarily what we want, nor whenwaat
it. This is proof to me that you cannot out-giveds
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OFFICE OF YOUTH MINISTRY
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For more information regarding our Religious Ediarat
programs, please visit www.stthomasaquinas.anfoall
our DRE, Rebecca Gotting, at 281-240-6721, ext, @8
our Youth Coordinator, Robert Streight, at ext..103




OFFICE OF THE PASTORAL ASSISTANT

LORD,

WE LIFT UP PETITIONS
OF HEALING FOR OUR
SICK, especially:

Gordon Anderson, Felipe
Bigtacion, Fr. Paul Bol-
ger,Joe Castaneda,
Maureen Concklin, June
de Simone, Hector Jesus
Enriquez, Nora Gonzalez,David Hoon Elizabeth
Jackson, Mary Katchuk, Paula Kligerman, Alex
and Roland La Brague, Emmie Marsh, Charles
McCulloch, Jean McWirther, Cora Miller, Fer-
nando Otsuka, Mario Sagoro, Thomas Shuster,
Josephine Turner, and our Catholic Residents
at Oasis Assisted Living Facility, Bedford
Place, and Home Sweet Home.

Be assured your name remains in the Prayer Bowh levd

when it is removed from the bulletin.
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Therefore whoever eats the
bread or drinks the cup of
the Lord unworthily will have to answer for

the body and the blood of the Lord. A perspn
should examine himself, and so eat the bréac
and drink the cup. For anyone who eats aid
drinks without discerning the body, eats and

drinks judgment on himself. That is why

many among you are ill and infirm, and a

considerable number are dying.
1Cbl:31-34

NEW JERUSALEM CATHOLIC
CHARISMATIC RENEWAL PRAYER GROUP

As children of God, we are all called to grow i thord and be
transformed into His image and likeness so we dfectavely
fulfill His command of proclaiming His nhame to d@lle nation{
(Mt 28:18-20). Christ says;] am the vine, you are the
branches. He who abides in me, and | in him, he is that
bears much fruit, for apart from Me, you can do noh-
ing.” (Jn 15:5, RSV)

In addition to the call to maturity (growth), arttetcall to com
munity, God invitesus to a life of holiness (spiat transformat
tion) and to mission. Our greatest treasure iditave have in
Christ, individually. It demands giving up everyigito keep thg
life and grow in it. God’s word say$lndeed | count every-
thing as loss because of the surpassing worth of éwing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For His sake | have sufferethe loss of
all things, and count them as refuse, in order thal may
Christ and be found in Him, not having a righteoustmss of
my own, based on law, but that which is through fdh in
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends ofaith”.

(Phil 3:8-9, RSV)

As we are drawn into the life of the Father, Sord Bloly Spirit,
we undergo inner transformation. We want to pleésd. God
becomes a wellspring (source) for all that we ar@ @o, as w¢
strive towards holiness. St. Paul exalts us in $Th&23-24
“May the God who gives us peace make you holy in exy
way and keep your whole being — spirit, soul, anddaly — free
from every fault at the coming of our Lord Jesus Chist. He
who calls you will do it because He is faithful.”

—

Come join us every Saturday@B80 pmin the Church {Aquina
Center, Room C} as we worship and praise our ewénd) and
faithful God in the Power of the Holy Spirit.

The Growth (in the Spirit) Seminars started on Ily2010 angl
you don’t want to miss the four weekends (on Satys§lexperi
ence! Come, and you will be richly Blessed.
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Pray for Deceased
Connie Dressler, Mother of Jan Huber

Stella Okeke, Sister of Carole Eke,
Aunt Of Brian, Kenneth, Crystal and
Kingsley

Please welcome
our newest parishioners

who joined our parish.
Mr. Oliver Ehiahuruike and Family
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- SPLASHDAY

© SLIP& SLIDES-DOUBLE LANE WATER SLIDE- “o

BASKETBALL-KARAOKE-
FOOD & DRINKS

DATE: SATURDAY, AUGUST 14, 201

WHERE: 12627 WEST BELLFORT
(ON STAPAVILION GROUNDS)

TIME: 11AM-5PM
COST: $5 FOR WATER FUN!
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